Penn State University
FOREIGN LANGUAGES OFFERED – as of Fall 2013
The following foreign languages are taught at University Park through the 
12th cr. proficiency level:   
M = available as major; m = available as minor
	Language
	Language

	Arabic – m
(ARAB) 
	Japanese – M, m
(JAPNS)

	Chinese – M, m
(CHNS)
	 Korean 

(KOR)

	French – M, m
(FR)
	 Latin – m 

(LATIN)

	German – M, m
(GER)
	Portuguese
(PORT) 

	Classical Greek (GREEK) – m
	Russian – M, m
(RUS)

	Hebrew – m 

(HEBR)
	Spanish – M, m
(SPAN) 

	Hindi 

(LANG)
	Swahili
(SWA)

	Italian – M, m
(IT)
	Ukrainian 

(UKR)


1. What languages does Penn State offer? As a major? As a minor? 

We have attached a handout that lists the languages we offer.

2. Is there a language requirement for graduation? 

Bachelor of Arts degrees have a language requirement for graduation and many Bachelor of Science degrees do as well. Also, due to substitutions that are permitted within our general education requirements, students with an interest in language can be encouraged to pursue additional language which extends beyond the prescribed requirement to use in their general education requirements.

3. If a language is not required what % of the student body takes a language? Approximately how many semesters?

We do not have information about the % of the student body that takes language readily available at this time. All Bachelor of Arts candidates are required to complete the 12th credit level (which at PSU means level 003) in a foreign language. Some students decide to continue beyond that level and pursue a minor or concurrent major in the language.

4. Does Penn State have a study abroad program? What countries? Are there programs offered for non-language majors? 

Yes, we have a wealth of study abroad programs offered to our students. Programs are available for language and non-language majors alike. Penn State University Park ranked 11th nationwide in sending the most number of students abroad in 2010-11. Liberal Arts and Business have the most students that study abroad, but even our STEM majors accounted for 13.2%, which accentuates that study abroad is available for all majors. Some programs are language intensive and some may be offered for specific non-language majors, for example, Engineering or Business. Our study abroad programs can be viewed on our Global Programs site at: http://gpglobalea.gp.psu.edu/. The “programs” option will allow searches to be conducted based upon interest. 

5. If one of our students has questions about the language program at Penn State should he/she contact the language department or the admissions office? 

Most questions can be answered by our Admissions Office since questions are often concerning admissions requirements, AP credit, placement, inquiries about majors/minors, etc. The Admissions Office will refer students to the specific department or adviser, as needed, depending upon the questions asked. In addition, language major and minor information, as well as other Liberal Arts programs can be found at the following site: http://laus.la.psu.edu/current-students/academics.

1. Are language AP credits accepted at Penn State? If yes, what score is needed?

Yes, Penn State grants credit for most AP exams. You can see all required scores and exam credits here: admissions.psu.edu/apply/credit/ap.

2. Is there a language requirement for all undergraduates? Or is it only required for some majors? Which majors?

Some majors at Penn State require completion of world languages, but not all. Penn State has over 160 different programs, so I'm not going to list each one. However, for the programs that do require a world language -- it is a requirement for graduation from Penn State. This requirement is not for entry into the University.

3. Does Penn State have a language test to place out of a language requirement?

Students are able to take a language proficiency exam through the department. There is a fee associated with this exam: sll.la.psu.edu/langprof.htm.

4. Are CLEP or SATII scores accepted?

Yes, students can receive credit for CLEP: admissions.psu.edu/apply/credit/clep. However, SAT II exams are not used in the admission process.

5. Are dual enrollment credits accepted from Montgomery County College if the classes are taught by Methacton faculty on the Methacton campus?

Credits from Montgomery County College will be accepted as long as they are taken for credit, not remedial in nature, and they appear on an official MCC transcript.
